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for the wholesale conversion of all the 12 had to these queries, would it not be 
tribes at once. A more advantageous bar- prudent to discontinue the practice, of le- 
gain might thus be obtained, than by hig. vying contributions off the credulous pub- 
gling from time for the Conversion of a few lie, for the use of total strangers j especi- 
•tragglers J aI, d would have the double ad- ally as there is no security against mis- 
vantage of saving souls and saving money application, and in this instance to " let 
at one and the same time ? charity begin at home i" 

8th. Until satifactory answers could be X.X. 



COMMERCIAL REPORT. 

During this month, those concerned in the linen trade, especially, that portion of it 
interested in the export to foreign markets, have beeji much alarmed by a plan which 
was in agitation at the Board of trade in London, to get the duty of 15 per cent, re- 
moved from foreign linens, which they now pay on exportation, after having been 
warehoused and bonded in Great Britain, as it appeared that such a plan would prove 
eminently injurious to the linen trade, already in so declining a state, and prevent a 
trade, which has opened to a considerable extent, of sending Irish linens to foreign 
markets, made up in the manner of those of the continent of Europe ; for Irish linens 
even with this protecting duty of 15 per cent, are found to enter with difficulty into 
competition with the foreign. The advocates for the measure pleaded, that foreign 
linens would find their way into Spanish and Portugueze America, without coming thro' 
Great Britain, if the North of Europe remained open to export ; that British merchants 
would lose the trade without the manufacturers being able to retain it, and that impe- 
rial policy required government, under present circumstances to favour the trade with 
Russia, and the north of Germany. The Irish and Scotch merchants however prevail- 
ed, and the Board of trade have relinquished the plan for the present. The Board of 
trade appear to usurp extensive functions, for in the discussion on the subject, they 
acted as the deliberative body, and little was said of parliament, which however must 
have been called on for form's ' sake to affix the sanction of legislative enactment, 
if the measure had been resolved on by the board. This establishment of a new indirect 
body in legislation affords a proof of a change less free in the constitution^ which has 
been gradually taking place of late years and would be matter of regrer if the house of 
Commons, which ought to contain a full and free representation of the democratic part 
of the constitution, were in reality what they appear in name, but as things are, the in- 
dependent part of the nation will feel less indignation, if, in the progress of the pre- 
sent course, Parliament should hereafter very generally be called on merely to regis- 
ter the edicts of the Board of trade. Reform can alone raise the proper dignity of 
Parliament. Statesmen seldom meddle with affairs of trade without doing injury, and 
merchants too frequently in their application to men in power, approach more as*hum- 
ble supplicants, than as petitioners acting with the independence of freemen, and pro- 
claiming to them unwelcome truths. Such would approach the men in office, and say 
to them, " Leave trade to itself, merchants will better find the proper channels with- 
out your officious interference. Yo'u only mar what you touch, by your system of li- 
cences, and by your duties, and bounties counteracting each other. Our linens would 
go cheaper to matket, and meet foreign linens in the field of fair competition, were it 
not for the burden of taxes in these countries. Yo.u nominally exempt articles for the 
linen manufacture from duty, but your indirect taxes in support of your impolitic and 
unnecessary wars, bear heavily on every one* concerned in all the branches of the man- 
ufacture, and they must lay their increased expences on the articles in which they deal. 
Hence we cannot meet the Germans and Russians, who if they have !e6s of the sem- 
blance of liberty, pay less taxes; food is consequently cheaper and they caji afford to 
sell their manufactures lower." 

The, importation of cambricks into London from Fiance and Holland, has of late 
been very large. 

Notwithstanding all difficulties, a pretty abundant supply of flaxseed has .been re- 
ceived this season. The prices altho' high, were lower than had been expected, ard 
the dreams of some who attempted to monopolize the article were not realized. la 

BELFAST MAG. 140. IVIH. K k k 



436 Naturalist's Report, [May 

some instances those monopolizers defeated their own schemes, by privately undersell- 
ing each other. 

The company of undertakers of the Lagan Navigation have met -with a check in their 
plans by the verdict of a jury at Drumbridge, who gave very large damages for land, 
thro' which they intended to cut. The value was certainly very much above the fair 
estimate between landlord and tenant, but circumstances in some measure are con- 
siderably^ altered by a compulsory sale, when the owners are compelled to part with 
their laud, whether they will or not. It is well that the undertakers of this work should 
receive a salutary check in their plans of cutting up land. Their schemes appeared 
more calculated for unsettled countries, in which land is of little value than for this 
district, in which the population i*so great ; and their managers seemed well inclined 
to ride rough shod voir the country, and with a high hand force a compliance with their 
measures whether ill or well plarined or executed. Their attempt some time ago to divert 
the course of the river Lagan near Magheralin, shewed to what extent they would 
go, if they met with no obstruction. A good canal would doubtless be of service 
to the public, but private property ought not to be sacrificed to the schemes f( public 
utility, under the pretext that the proprietors are disinterested and do not expect tq 
make profit to themselves. The direct profit may not afford a large dividend for 
some years, but it cannot be reasonably supposed that men would differ so total from 
their former habits, and not look for an indirect profit by other means. They cal- 
culate on an increase of the trade of Belfast, in which most of them are th«o' one 
channel or another interested. Their vaunted services to the public, are no otherwise 
to be»estimated than other cases of trafficking, when men engage in an expected profit- 
able commercial adventure, in which the merchant seeking to serve himself, may 
incidentally benefit the community, by facilitating the exchange of the commodities of 
a country. The merchant, who sells his hogshead of sugar, or his bale of barilla, or the 
linendraper, >srho sells his hot of linens, may thus incidentally add to the stock of na- 
tional wealth, while he thinks only of serving himself. So only and not more do the* 
proprietors of the Lagan navigation benefit the public, and private emolument either 
direct, or indirect, may fairly be considered as their object. They are justly enti- 
tled to pay the utmost value for the land which they require for their ( purposes. 
Without a very ample recompense, private property would be very materially injured, 
in carrying their projected plans into execution, as has already been the case in some 
instances. 

Exchange on London, both in Belfast and Dublin, has been very low, thro' this 
month, fluctuating between 5* and 6 J per cent. 



NATURALIST'S REPORT. 

From tlie 20t& April, to the 20th May, 1813. 

April 21, Awl-leaved Phlox (Phlox "subulata), flowering. 

22, Saw four Swallows (Hirundo rustica), and brown Butterfly with whitish, 

spots (Papilio ccgeria) 
SO, Mediterranean heath (Erica Mediterranea), and Yellow Azalea (Azalea pon- 
tica), flowering. 
May 1, Hare-bells (Scilla nutans), Broom (Spartium scoparium), Tuberous vetch. 
(Oolius tuberosus), common white Lilac (Syringa vulgaris , flowering. 

5, Rail (Gallinula Crex), and Cuckoo (Cuculus canorus), calling. Aconite- 

leaved Geranium (Geranium Aconitifolius), shining leaved Geranium (Ger- 
anium lucidum), flowering, and Apple-trees coming into flower. 

6, Strawberries flowering, several Rails and Cuckoos calling. 

7, Germander speedwell (Veronica chamoedrys), flowering. White Throat 

(Motacilla cinerea), come and singing. 
£>, Germander leaved spiroea (Spircea chamcedryfolia), purple Lilac (Syringa 
vulgaris), and Laburnum (Cytisus Laburnum), flowering. 
'2 2. flciist-chesnat (iEjcu'us hippocastanum), flowering. 



